
Horizon Europe’s Cluster 6: 
update on agriculture, forestry 

and rural areas

COPA-COGECA and Plant ETP brokerage event, 06/6/2024

Susana Gaona Sáez
EC Directorate General Agriculture and Rural Development

Unit Research and Innovation



Horizon Europe: structure

Widening Participation and Strengthening the European Research Area

Reforming and Enhancing the European R&I systemWidening participation and spreading excellence
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Some 2024 calls still opened! 
 Partnership Agriculture of Data >> 25 June 2024
 Spotlight on plant priority pest: fall armyworm (Spodoptera 

frugiperda) >> 24 September 2024
 New knowledge and innovations for climate-smart farming – 

connecting research stations >> >> 24 September 2024



• Building from HE legislation, gap analysis, EU political priorities and after open 
public consultation on the ‘past, present and future of Horizon Europe’.

• Published! Horizon Europe strategic plan 2025-2027

• Three ‘key strategic orientations’:

• Green transition;

• Digital transition;

• A more resilient, competitive, inclusive and democratic Europe.

HE Strategic Plan 2025-2027

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_1572


From Expected Impacts in SP to Destinations in WP

• Destination 5: Land, oceans and water for climate actionImpact 27 Fostering mitigation of and adaptation to 
climate change in areas and sectors covered by CL6 

• Destination 1: Biodiversity and ecosystem services
Impact 28 Putting biodiversity on a path to recovery, 
and protecting and restoring ecosystems and their 
services 

• Destination 3: Circular economy and bioeconomy sectors
• Destination 4: Clean environment and zero pollution

Impact 29 Achieving healthy soils and forests, clean 
air, fresh and marine water, whilst ensuring water 
resilience and the transition to a clean, competitive and 
circular economy and sustainable bioeconomy 

• Destination 2: Fair, healthy and environmentally-friendly food systems 
from primary production to consumption

Impact 30 Ensuring healthy food and nutrition security 
by making agriculture, fisheries, aquaculture and food 
systems sustainable, resilient, inclusive and within 
planetary boundaries 

• Destination 6: Resilient, inclusive, healthy and green rural, coastal and 
urban communities

Impact 31 Sustainably developing rural, urban and 
coastal areas 

• Destination 7: Innovative governance, environmental observations and 
digital solutions in support of the Green Deal

Impact 32 Developing innovative governance models 
and tools enabling sustainability and resilience  

Strategic Plan 2025-2027 Work Programme 2025



Work Programme 2025: indicative timeline

Q2 24 Q3 24 Q4 24 Q1 25

July
Draft WP25

Q1 2024 

Mid-March
Draft 
Orientations

Jan.
Launch of
Co-creation

Adoption and 
publication

New Commission, final 
preparations for adoption

• Feedback opportunity took place between 15 April and 6 May!

Feedback 
opportunity!



Tools to bolster multi-actor involvement in agricultural R&I 

Operational Groups
+ 3400 (2014-2022) 
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1. R&I 
programme

2. Living labs 
and 

lighthouses
3. Soil 

monitoring

4. Soil 
literacy, 

communicati
on citizen 

engagement

Mission Soil implementation – State of play

Mission Work programmes EUR 435.5 million 
(2021-2024)

+EUR 80 million 
(2020-2025)

Manifesto
+2,800

EMSW

Platform
Newsletter

First 25 LLs 

Support to LL/LH

Identification of soil needs & 
drives of change, knowledge 
sharing, interaction spaces

Engagement, capacity building, 
coaching, matchmaking

First LL 
projects 
launched 
1 June !

European 
Mission Soil 

Week 
(12-13 November, 

Brussels)

Work Programme 2024 
open – deadline 8 

October

https://soilhealthbenchmarks.eu/
https://soilwise-he.eu/
https://ai4soilhealth.eu/
https://echosoil.eu/
https://loess-project.eu/
https://nbsoil.eu/
https://prepsoil.eu/
https://nati00ns.eu/
https://ejpsoil.eu/
https://www.soill2030.eu/
https://www.sae-innova.com/marvic/
https://mrv4soc.eu/
https://www.europeanmissionsoilweek2023.com/en/index
https://mission-soil-platform.ec.europa.eu/community/mission-soil-manifesto
https://mission-soil-platform.ec.europa.eu/living-labs
https://curiosoil.eu/
https://humus-project.eu/


Encouraging synergies through partnerships in 
agriculture and forestry R&I

European Partnership on Agroecology
(Accelerating farming systems transitions: 

agroecology living labs and research infrastructures)

European Partnership on
Animal Health and Welfare

Launched in 2024 Upcoming

Agriculture of Data

In preparation

Forests and Forestry 
for a Sustainable 

Future



Harvests from this presentation?

• Horizon Europe 2nd Strategic Plan: R&I on agriculture, forestry and rural 
areas may contributes to all Destinations of Cluster 6.

• Multi-Actor Approach and Living Labs: key for co-creation, development, 
testing and implementation of new knowledge and innovation.

• Key initiatives to leverage EU added value by aligning Member States’ research 
and innovation agendas with an end-user focus: Mission Soil and 
Partnerships. 



Some useful links…

Horizon Europe 2nd strategic plan: https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_1572

European Partnership on Animal Health and Welfare: https://www.eupahw.eu/index.html

European Partnership on Agroecology: https://www.agroecologypartnership.eu/

EU Mission ‘A Soil Deal for Europe’: https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-
opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/soil-deal-
europe_en 
 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_1572
https://www.eupahw.eu/index.html
https://www.agroecologypartnership.eu/
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/soil-deal-europe_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/soil-deal-europe_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/soil-deal-europe_en
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